| .to Illinois, bought a farm With
ther-in law, and end ___d'up shootmg one of the |
blg est bow bucks of tt

- time with -friends and family. He knew that

North' America in: 2006

'. in-law:Ryan- ‘Berghorst-made the' tlek from

en the hancrm0 pole at’ camp.: ‘Other.

eat. suceess; thus sefting’ the:stage ‘for

teve Dethtwas__lookmg for’a_@'_ |

teve DeWitt - ef Zeehnd o
Mlclugan w%ut Tooking to -~
. hang his tag on- a buck of: leg—'- '
:ﬁendﬂry ‘proportions wheii ‘he .
ventired: to ‘west-central Tilinois
last’ October He-simply-wanted to~
hassion for huntmg and share sorne: .

& possibility: alwaye existed of seeing some - -
animals, buf he néver dreamed he would. ;.-
eet’ up-with what would turn out to'be-the: -

econd- 1argest bow- k11!ed bucks taken 1n; .

‘Backin efn*ly 2005, Steve and lus bmthcr— =

'Mlchlgan to the. fertile lands. of. west- central-_
“Illinois: to try to find and purchase a tract of " -
deer- huntmg land. They searched and found .
ctheirlittle “slice “of “heaven’ in- Adams "
'._.County After signing the cl osmg ‘documents, -
- the two men wasted fittle time in'léarning the . -~
.-_.'uavel pattems of the local whitetails and set- " -
‘tree: tands on. thelr newly acquued -

i _The mauguml season. turued out to be a o
:good one for Steve, e hat vested a:150-class .-
O—pomter dul ing shotgun season. Tt was his’

' r, and. it was a great way . -

nembers' of Steves party also saw: several
:mce bucks and Ryan scored o1l a 1espectab1e_
~8-pointer."The.2005 season was considered.a
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- ‘o June 2006, Steve, -his brother - Jim, liis: ﬂlandfathel e

“Marvin, and Ryan all traveled-to 1linois to' do some Scouting. "
Because: of the heat and the. bugs, they- toured the farm one -
“afternoon in the comfort of an air-conditioned truck cab; driv-"
“ing around the field edges, glassing as they went: As'they
' drove around ani overgrown ditch Jine, a huge: buck withvel-
© - vet points seemingly, protmdmtT from every angle: suddenly = but there was 110.question. that this buck was i 'shooter, Steve 1 -
- -leaped up.from the weedy cover and sprang 1 for the woods:

‘All four men:were'in awe as the buck gave them a qu[ck

.~ 40-yard stare before (hsappeal ing into the cover of the hard- .
: woods A sunple glance was all it took —-gven Steve’s 87-
. year-old’ grandfather. knew he was viewing a.very special
|~ 'whitetail:- During ‘his lifetime, Matvin had viewed many
._exceptleual whitetails, both alive and dead, but he lnd never.
‘laid eyes on'a:buck w1th such’a crown on its head: .
- Steve and Ryan were p1act1c*1i1y speechiess as they hcaded :
: b'tck £0 Mlchloan It’s one thing to see a buck of this size dur-
“ing the offiseason, Steve thought; but the chances of seeing him
again and’ aclua!ly getting a crack at hr,m during hunting sea-
- son must be astronomical. Still, the memory of the giant buck-
o hauuted Steves dreams until the followmg Octobel Al that -
o tune the dieam of a hfetnne was '1bout to become a reahty

A GLOBIOUS NEW SEASO]\I

o Steve Ryau and two. good fr iends arrived at thelr cabin'- -
- on the evening of Oct. 6, 2006, “for séveral muchuanttclpated

days of bowhuntmg After unpackmoF and ‘making prepara--.

*: ' tions for the next morumg s hunt; the. foul men settled in for L
- a restful night.

- Saturday;- Oct. 7, dawued cleal and Cold, a perfect morn-

" ing.to be in the deer woods. After Steve settled: inte his stand,

“ his ritual of saying.a morning prayer while W'utmg for first:
. light.was interrupted by the sound of footsteps: shuffling'in;.
. the frost-covered: leaves.: Steve opened his eyes and: tried to
_ - discern the object that was headed his way. In the dim: hght :
" he:watched as:a tlophy 8-pointer made its way mto a wood-' o

éd-hotlow-where it would likely’ spend the day:

* A's the buck went out of sight, Steve settied back and fln-ﬁ >

N _1shed his morning prayer. Then he waited: for d'lyhght The
~shuffling of leaves once: again grabbed his attention.” A -
-mature doe and a young buck passcd by at 20 yalds unawate

of Steve’s presence:

T always' try: to-take. evely plecautlon I can to muumlze_'_ s
hurnan scent,” Steve said. “And since T was wearing rubber -
" boots ‘and carbon- activated. clothing, the close: e11001111te1.".
" helped boast my: conf;dence that I hf\d done several thmgs. .
L ught th'lt mmnmg : S

L Ju_LY'zom R

A SHOOTER I-'OR SURE

2 Alfew: m01e ‘minutes: passed when Steve cauaht nove-;

i-ment and saw a deer.coming‘down the same path the big 8-
_-pomtel hfld taken. Grabbirig | s bmocu]'us Steve: could see

long” tines and a ‘heavy-right main‘beam.’ ‘He uumedlately "
‘had-a ﬂashbdck of the: b10 velvet buck he h'id seen in:June.

At 9(} ya1d=; he: couldn t be'sure that this was. the same buck, N

“readied his bow and double-checked his arrow.and rest. The
path the buck was taking would blmg him by Steve s stand.

at about 40 yar ds, rlght on, the very edge of Steve E comfo1t o
level: B

7 “Although it was not a-shot that I would have read11y. B
“. taken; .1 had pr acticed at that range and I'had the confldence o
: '_'.-to malke the shot if I had to,” Steve’ said. e

‘Steve made a mental note of: the: only two openmgs m_ '

' wh1ch he could make a elean shot lf the buck stoppeci n .
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Flinglibe buck ol
iDe Wit im”zily

: '”:_e;thel openin
- thebuck dpploached the first opening; .
Ry bteve dkew his bow and. steadied his

. “pin:The: buck never-broke stride as it

':_passed ‘through:- the. first wmdow

" Spum: around and ran: out of SIght

“Thank - ‘goodness that everythmg i

. '.:'happened so fast T never reaily had a

~to-get: off: the shot .

“Now the- adlenalme qu mnnmg '

--and the Shakmg and nervousness set

in; Did I liit him or did I shoot over hzs -
back?: Steve. Wondered as. he tued to

S contml hlS nerves

A THIRIJ BIG BUGH”

Whlle wcutmg and: irymg to flgure.

"-'-:out what had ‘happened, :Steve : heard
.what hc thought was the sound of his

'.buck ‘going down. But he couldn’t-be
sure: :Less’ [han five nHnutes went, by
and Stcvc -was still st'mdmg in awe
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ed E;femz&‘: Now, the swxy of ‘imvglm»g o ﬁhnm bméé%n@d cabin and Shootw

he wouid gofor it, AS- 3
~ buck caine strol]mg dowi the same trail
that the ‘previous two - ‘shooter”? bucks
had. used A soon as this thud buck of
L the . morning: reached’ the ' spot” where
‘Steve had: made the shot, he stopped -
“deadin: “his tracks; sensing that.some-

'-'thlns was amiss.. While™ Steve was:

-"watchmg, he ‘suddenly Spotted ‘his

“arrow lying on the ground a few feet in .

Steve qu:ckly adjusied his: point:of
nd:réadied’ himself for the sec-
““ond dpening: Wheil the buck’s’ shoul»'_'
o der-eased itito: that opening; " Steve -
o steadied  his pin - and whistled. . The
~buck: stopped. instantly, ‘and Steve:
. released: his arrow, The arrow flew. -
~true; Cand. a’ loud whack ‘resounded. -
'tluough the: woods ‘Then: the - bucki'

when all at once;: "mothu latge trophy

front of where the big whitétail stood.

o Steve’ gmbbed his: bmoculals fora-
“closérlook: Then he:saw what every
-"bowhunter yearns to; sée after the shot
g bloodstained - arrow! The  buck
'_-paced back and forih’ for several min-
“utes’ and finally vacated the-area.
charice 1o 'see; how much bone he had -
on: top “of hlS head” Steve satd ST
- had gotten'a “good-look at his 1ack T
- probably would have béen too uervous '

_ |3_J_|m:=i_q FAZLE H0 ASHLENOD | OLOM I

Steve carefully climbed down from .
his tree stand and began to walk toward
his arrow. About halfway to- t}m arrow
he looked up the hill in the timber, and
he could hardly believe his eves. There
gticking up at least two feet off the

"ground was a giant rack attached to the

carcass of a huge deer! Steve stood
speechless for several moments, staring-

~at'the massive rack. Never in his. life

had he imagined har vesting a buck with

“so much bone on its head. The buck had

run less than 10 yards before piling up.
Wow! Can ithis really be happenmg9

- Steve wondered.,

Not knowing what e]se to do, Steve
hurried: over  to find Ryan- and his
other hunting buddies. When he found
Ryan, he: said, “You're not going to
believe the buck T just shot. It’s the

'3!

giant we saw in June!

TOO MANY TO COUNT
- As Ryan approached- the 28-point

-brute, . he, like Steve,: could. hardly

believe his eyes. “If you put yourself
in a good area like Adams County,

- 1llinois, there is always a chance that a

real: giant  will. show -up,” he: had
always insisted. Now those prophetic
words had proven true. .
-When . Steve: got his. wife on the
phone to tell her the news, she asked,

-“How many points does ilc have?”

SAround. 25, I . Steve
answered. -

“Well, can’t you count them?” she
replied, thinking the deer was an aver-
age. 8-~ or: 10-pointer: like you might
see in Michigan;

“No,” Steve answered. “The1e are -

think,”

. points going every, whlch wa,y - t0D
-many to couut"’ o

FINAL TALLY

The hoge non-typical rack. has a

- total. of 28 points, [4 on each side.
- With a typical 5x3 frame that grosses

180 .inches: and nearly: 36 inches in
abnormal growth, the-Adams County

. giant scored- a-whopping 226 7/8

non-typical P&Y points, Steve's great
buck was- the - largest buck: by. bow

- talken in Tllinois during the 2006 sea-
- son. For an avid bowhunter like Stave,
. being. able to-buy a small piece of

deer hunting leaven with close

- friends and hunting in one of the hest

spots in North America was special.
Shnoting the buck of a lifetime was
icing on the cake. It doesn’t gct much
better than that! & .
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