Some of the best terrain features are

'_t'igh.tcné_d my safery’ sﬁfap‘,f_'i’c:ino'_\%;:_d my headlamp and then settled in, anticipaing
" the morning suarise.. As my eyes adjusted to the gray-light of dawn, T heard a rus-
: .tiixig-in'thé tall grass and then the inmistakable gruntofa buck. The sotinds were

~somehow speed up and shed more light on the situation. From' the sounds of it, a buck
. “was tending 4 'doc and fending off tesser suitors'in the process. He would snort-wheeze
~iand crash off only to returiizand commence his advances on the receptive doe. Two-hours

" later-the cat and- mouse game played:on, with an eleven-point buck owning the doe and

2 big 8-point trying to sncak in on:the action . Several rimes I thought it was going to

‘happen; but to no avail: "The group eventually worked their way into the swamp behind’

- srart.to. what proved :be an eventfil week of rut hunting in Michigan. My inside corner
location was. showing promise. " ST B :

7 Whien'November 15th rolled m_--on'n'd ._i_uﬁ:l_'zl'_.\_vﬁ"s scheduled to be in the Upper Peninsula

“meand out of sight. No chances to:get an arrow into either buck, but definitely a great

mgctting closer:to my position-and I silenitly prayed that the Farth’s rotation would

for a wilderness rifle hant near Curtis.
I knew the bucks in the opening para-
graph were frequenting the section
where I was bow hunting, so I talked

“one of my close friends, Johs, into sit-

ting the stind to see if he could catch

‘a glimpse of one of the deer.

At first- light - John could hear the

_shuffling of footsteps behind him.. He

stood and: peered around the tree he
was in and saw antlers making their
way through the thicket. As the buck
drew closer, he shouldered his Rem-
ingron-11-87 and scoped the buck. Tt

was definitely the big 8-point and John
wasted no time in dropping the brute
on the spot. It was a very respectable
buck for state land and John deserved
a chance at the buck. John and I had
hunted the section hard throughous
the early bow scason and had seen sev-
eral bucks, but after passing numerous
small bucks, hadn’t been able to get a
real shooter within bow range. I knew
if the conditions were right he would
get a chance at a buck while hunting
the stand. His opening morning suc-
cess lent evidence to the credibility of

hunting inside corners.
THE SIGNIFICANCE -
OF CORNERS
Corners exist everywhere we hunt
deer.  They can be very obvious or
can be subtle and often oveérlooked.
Farm fields most often have “inside
corners” that are very obvious and
casily accessed. A wilderness cut-
ting may also contain corners that are

worth hunting. A matire forest may
have an area where differing’ densities
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asane m]plc of 'n ‘outside.corner”
TIniside. corners “are - usually: 'more
_ p1oducﬂvc due'to:thei tunnelm abil-
ity.” Think of‘a’ dcm ‘that wants to go
~ from-one side of a field to the other
w1thout exposing itself. " They wark
their ‘way . around the field and pass
right through the back; inside corners,
as they work their w*xy-aloun_d.. T_h_cy
may choose to “cut” the. corner, and
_enter the field for a short distance or
they. may skirt the ficld edge just. in-
‘side: the .cover of the t1mbcr -Either
~way; they pass at a close distance to the
inside corner while doing so: Often-
_times.these corners end up with sev-
eral trails converging or at least com-
ing close to one another as the passing
deer skirt the open.
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a greater extent just inside the woods
from an inside corner. Bucks recog-
nize the abundance of activity that
takes place here and want to visually
mark and leave signpost scent in the

- area for other bucks and does to see

and take note of:* Some hunters refer
to these ateas'where a high abundance
of buck sign’ exists: near a food source
as “staging arcas” where bucks- hang
up just inside’ the timber befou: enter-
ing the field: :
“Outsldc ‘corners”. are u'sual_]y not
as productive as the inside corner situ-
ations. - Locate ‘any ‘outside corners

*and be sure to check them for signs of

deer activity such as rubs and. scrapes
(you should: be:able to tell with a

* quick scouting trip to the area if your .

Inside corners arg an, c.xccllent phcc - ﬁ'c)utmdc corne
_ for primary scrapes-during the
riit (I of-tcn find licking branches being
. used year-round in these areas) due to
-the abundance of deer utilizing these
locations during their routine tmvcls. '

Rub activity also seems to happen to

~he hits the. outside corner?

success in areas where logging is tak-
ing place. Deer are accustomed to

utilizing - trail systems to wravel -from -

one place to anotheér and the abrupt
logging of an area may catch travel-

ing bucks off gnard. A mature buck

may have used a particular funnel the
year before to check doe groups in ar-
eas outside his core home-range. If

" the forestry took place in the spring

or: early summer, then- the deer may
still. be: adjusting to’ the changes in
cover, - Some deer will lkely still use
their old trails that now.just dump out
into the open: A traveling buck is am-
bling along on his old swing to check
the area and now saddenly ends up at
the edge: of the open cutting.- Con-

fused; he begins to follow the edge of

Guess what happens when
- You got
it!- He ends up exposing himself as he
contemplates making his way across to
the other side or turning and follow-

the cut.-

s .\VOlth huntmg) 1
have usc_d them witha high degree of

ing the éd ge fowﬁrd the itlsidc' corner.

up is that the WlndS are moré manage-

" able due to the. 5tl'ugllt line travel of_'
“their currents. No'eddying or swirling
of' thc Lul'l'CiltS t’lkCS place’ since” the -
' corner is Shng the: c.un(,nt as it en-
ters the woods. This is not uSLmlly the -
" case when contc;nplatmg the inside

corner.:. As the winds- biow down the

: cdgc of the field they experience resis-
 tance and develop different velocities

as they. make their: way to the corner.-

- When thcy meet at the foust edge,
they {Llld to do what is called cddymg_.
(like a trout stream after a bend where

- you get the whn‘%pooi effect) and the
wmds tend. to) swirl your scent. “This .-

- When setting Up in an'inside corner,
VOLL ar¢: Dbest to place the stand back in

" the woods to.utilize the currents that

have straightened outand have a mor €

deliberate direction., The othu' option
is to sctup a slight dlbt“lllC(, away. from -
“the corner to try. to get just outside
of the swirling effect and’ catch the

straight-line \des. Keep in- mind,

" once you get up:in your:treé: stand, -
the winds may differ. sllghtly from thc L

peuuv&d direction”. on’ the . glound

7 Carrying a bottle oflineman’s chalk or-

unscented baby powder caiy assist with

watching the.wind. currents while on’

stand. A quick puff. of cither: powder
mto the blet:?e will allow you. to’fol-

low the dust £ cloud as it blows in the’

* wind. “You'may be sur pusc_d at how it
'goes one dlECLtlon and: then 1bLupth -

turns and heads in anothier. ‘Be sure to

test the wmd from your st'md locatlon

and. c1ectcd hught t0 ﬁnd out.

- PARALLEL OR
: mrsnsscrms

TRAILS?

~Two' types. of tmlls can “affect’s your:

stccess’ hunting inside.or outs1de cor

nérs. The, ﬁth is-a right 111gle or “in-.
rail that ends up. dumpa

temectmw
ing oue'into the field: - These are used

by: fctdmg deci to-enter and: exit the
field.~ They ar f:_mqst_often 1_.1s_cc_1 E_)y dif- -

One. huge a

.'fucnt doc famrlv gcmps to enter md :
~exit the location, based on prevailing -
',NSEDE OR QUTS'DE’ '

Each type: of corner has.its advan--
" :tagcs and dlsadvmtagus
: _uivanmgt, to an“outside comm " set-

winds 'md their: c.hmcm. of bcddmg ar-- .
eas, For emmpl(. on a normal west to -
'northwcst wind,- the doe group may
" use the t1'uls on' the west side to exit
~the. field ‘and: 1pploach then‘-bccidmg
area qu tering into the wind. In the

evening,. the same group . of deer ex-
its their beds W’lth the wind at thelr
back. and then-travels: crosswind to
the northwest inside corner and then

 loops to enter: the field in the north-
- east-inside . corner:
" to.utilize the wind to their advantage:

during their travel to thc feed source.
~and also - -allow them' to ‘scent check’
' .thcu ploposcd fu,dmg area bcfou,
' 'stcppmg out.to fc,ed

This- allows-thém

~The parallel trails (tnzls that fol

the wind in theéir favor. " These. 'same

paraliel trails are key *unbush [ocations
‘for: bucks duung the rut. - The bucks
_ will utilize then to loop the field and .
" chieck for does that may be receptive.

“Big bucks' know that they can.cover
- the whole field by looping on this trail
‘to. check for'leccptwe does - feeding
“without entering, the field and eXpos-

;ing themselves. | Any doc that crossed
- into thc field: h’zd to cross the. pa1al '
R lel tm]l on the way there.. I often find
» scnpes where the. two types of trails
“(parallel &: mtmscctmcr) cross at right -
angles. - Thesc same pqmllel trails will .
Show rub sign’ sporadically along the -
route where trails cross, with height-
ened: dctivity. o the- 1ns1de C()I‘Ht‘,[s .
- where multiple trails converge.” Once’

you find: the area you feel 1tfords you

_the best _opportunity” to ‘take “advan-
tage of the wind -direction and deer
.tnvd 1ct1v1ty it is timc to hunt.

'A PLAN GGMES
- TOGETHER

“In 2005 T scouted a 111'g<.' chttiﬁg- )

duung fircarims decr season and found

. d-great combination iniside /outside:
'_'Lomcr setup. The: deer were travel-
‘ing across the b'tck of the cutting uti:
' hzmg an’ inside. corner, while further -
‘down the édge was an outside corner:. -
that they had been coming otit of the.

woods on. You could phmly make

-~ -out where'the deer followed the edge

and- then looped: out’ into the "cut,

then back towards the inside corner, I.

_found a great looking stand site out in

the cut where T ¢ould watch the inside”
corner. and also sur vey the edgc that
l(_d to the outside corner. : -
“ - The first morning I sat the cutting'

was bitter cold. . No" wind o speak

~of, just bone chilling cold to contend -
g © with. Twrap b every inch of ex-

low the edge or pqnlld’ the field or - with. T wrapped up every inch of ex- .
c_utt;ng) will be used to sl\nt thL field

T mqk‘_b thL location great- for a deer edgé.and allows | the deer to loop o’ gc,t_'

. éntering the field since they can get: an

_very thotough scent-check of the hcld i

. corner from this location; thus mal(mﬂ" :
~ . these spots Cinlk:nﬂlng for the hunter o

posed: skin to ‘try.to stay as.warm as -

‘possible. T sat faclmI {ht: outside cor-
“ner and had a view. of the msldc cormer
~to my left: _
“could fust about cover the entire area,”
- should an opportunity. present itself..

With' my rifle in. hand; T

At 8:300am I spottcd movement.

'110110 the ed‘rc of the cut. . A deer ivas
. hc:adcd down the cdfrc nfrht towuds .

the ()utSIdc corner md Would be in-
plain view in just moments. - I turned
slowly and readied to sce if a buck was
approaching. - When the decr came

. from: behind. some small spriice trees .

I could make out a-nice rack.atop it-
shead.
buck sped off into the cover of the ce-

“dar swamp. ® After a short. tnckmg ]ob x

T was running my ‘hands over a nice:
1nd dark 11- po;nt :ack :

SUMMARY

-Cutting corners for. bucks is a sure
way. to- take advantage of traveling

bucks’ lnblts and be in position more -

often to score. Thf:sc lomtions can

‘be good f01 both bow and gun hunt- -
'mg if. you know: your limitations and
- place y your stand location ’1Lco1d1ngly
If you are hunting with your bow, be

sure to hunt within: your self- set limi- -

“tations and be ‘as precise as. p()SSlblL

when Lhoosmg your srand sit¢.. - You

“don’t need o sce ever ything, just the.
. magic circle Vou need: your buck to -

come within. S
- Now, . if". thllizul“ your ﬁrcarm

_make sure. you take advantage: of the

maximum range and effectiveness of
vour: chosen tool. - Be selective and
shoot straight.. ' B
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